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PREFACE 

The  fraternal  order  Sons  of  Norway  some  years  ago  published  a   song  book  in  Norwe- 

gian, S0nner  a/  Norge  Sangbog ,   compiled  by  Carsten  Woll  and  containing  some  hundred 

and  fifty  songs,  also  some  of  the  more  popular  American  songs.  That  song  book  had  a 

large  sale  as  it  formerly  had  been  difficult  to  obtain  any  collection  of  Norwegian  song  s 

with  music  suitable  for  community  singing. 

Sjnner  af  Norge  Sangbog  is  now  out  of  print, and  in  response  to  a   wide  demand  for 

such  a   book  and  a   general  desire  to  have  the  songs  provided  with  English  texts, in  addi- 

tion to  the  original  texts,  Sons  of  Norway  has  had  the  present  volume  compiled. 

It  was  left  to  the  undersigned  to  do  this  work,  and  as  his  assistant  was  selected  Frederick 

Wick,  director  in  chief  of  the  Norwegian  Singers  Association  of  America,  who  has  a   wide 

experience  as  director,  composer  and  music  publisher.  This  “assistance”  has  assumed 

such  proportions  as  to  make  Mr. Wick  the  main  factor  in  bringing  the  work  to  completion. 

He  has  re-arranged  the  music  to  a   great  many  of  the  songs  so  it  would  serve  as  accom  - 

paniment  to  community  singing  and  also  could  be  sung  by  mixed  chorus,  including  such 

universally  beloved  songs  as  Reissiger’s  “Olaf  Trygvason”  and  Grieg^  “Landsighting’’ 

“Forward”  and  the“Sigurd  Jors^lfar”  ballads, which  heretofore  have  been  unobtainable  in 

mixed  chorus  arrangements  and  with  both  the  original  and  English  texts. 

The  work  of  the  undersigned  has  principally  been  to  provide  the  English  texts  and  to 

serve  as  Mr.  Wick’s  adviser  in  musical  matters.  Where  no  translations  were  available  it 

fell  to  the  lot  of  the  writer  to  produce  them . 

Included  in  the  collection  have  also  been  more  folk  songs  and  some  of  the  finest  Nor- 

wegian ballads  in  arrangements  for  a   solo  voice  with  piano  accompaniment.  The  Ameri- 

can songs  contained  in  the  former  collection,  outside  of  the  National  anthems,  have 

been  eliminated  as  these  are  obtainable  almost  anywhere  at  a   nominal  price. 

The  many  mixed  chorus  arrangements  (always  indicated  by  the  initials  S.  A.  T.  B., 

soprano,  alto, tenor,  bass)  should  prove  an  incentive  to  groups  of  men  and  women  cul- 

tivating chorus  singing  .   Some  lodges  of  Sons  of  Norway  have  already  made  a   fine  start 

in  this  respect. 

Interest  in  the  ballads  which  the  immigrants  have  brought  to  this  country  has  in  late 

years  been  growing;  hence  there  should  be  a   place  in  American  song  literature  foravol- 
ume  which,  as  this  one,  contains  a   large  selection  of  Norwegian  songs  arranged  in  an 

easily  singable  form  and  provided  with  English  as  well  as  the  original  Norwegian  texts  . 

Carl  G.  0.  Hansen  . 
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